AND VENI CE

if the army had entered Germany, we should have had a
recurrence, if not of the scenes at Verona, at least of whole-
sale assassinations, which have an equally sinister effect
upon the troops.

Finally, the French Republic is not in a position, as people
seem to think, to make a gift of the Venetian states. There
is no real doubt that these states belong to France by right
of conquest; but it is contrary to our principles to dispose
of any people in this way. Until, therefore, the French,
army evacuates Italy, the various governments are free to
take whatever steps they think to the advantage of their
own countries.

The reason why I commissioned you to consult with the-
Committee of Public Safety about the possible evacuation of
the French army is that they may be ready to take the
necessary steps, both for the country as a whole, and for
such individuals as may wish to remove into the districts
annexed to the Cisalpine Republic, and placed under the
protection of France. You should also have informed the
Committee that persons who wished to follow the French
army would be given time to sell their property, whatever
the final fate of the country, and even if I knew it was the
intention of the Cisalpine Republic to grant them titular
citizenship. There your mission ends. In everything else
they can do as they please. You have told them enough to
show that all was not lost; that everything that happened
was part of a vast plan; and that, if the Republican armies
had continued to be successful against a power stimulated
and financed by the whole Coalition, Venice might perhaps
have been annexed to the Cisalpine Republic. But I can see
that they are cowards. They understand nothing but run-
ning away. Well, let them run! I don't want them-----

[CoRRESP., iii, 2318. Napoleon's treatment of Venice, culminating
in the humiliating surrender of May 16, and its cession to Austria at
Campoformio, had been attacked by Dumolard and other 'gas-bags' at
Paris.]